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[Ladysmith has
Family Fun Day

The ice rink in Ladysmith glistened as the bright sun radiated
down on its surface. Skate blades also glistened as both children
and adults skated around on Sunday.

Besides skating, people enjoyed snowshoeing, sleigh rides,

ANDREA CRANFIELD board games, hot dogs, hot choco-
Equi . late and snacks at the annual
quity Editor

LADYSMITH Feb. 19, 2012 | Family Fun Day sponsored by the
municipality of Thorne,
Oktoberfest Ladysmith and the Thorne Community Recreation
Association (TCRA).

There were also draws where many prizes were given out. Local
businesses chipped in to provide some of the food and prizes.

“Family Day is tomorrow and they don’t do that in Quebec. Our
day just kind of coincided at the same time, it’s great,” said Ernie
Pasch, co-chair of the Recreation Committee. “Every February we
do a family fun day.”

Members of the Recreation Committee started planning the
event a few months ago. Pasch said the most difficult part of
making sure everything was ready was smoothing out the ice.

“The hardest thing is to get the ice in shape with all the mild
weather. It was a lot of work,” said Pasch.

He estimated that about 100 people attended Family Fun Day
this year saying, “That’s good for a little community. We only have
450 full-time residents and we’re going to have over 100 people
out here so I think that’s a great turnout.”

Essie Schwartz, who chairs of the Recreation Committee
agreed saying the turnout was very good this year.

People even came down from Ottawa to spend the day in
Ladysmith.

“Family Fun Day is for everybody to get out and enjoy their
family and enjoy their neighbours and have a little chat at the
same time,” said Schwartz.

“We couldn’t have done it without all of the volunteers and peo-
ple helping out in the kitchen and on the rink.”

Barney Daly attended Family Fun Day with his son Brandon
for the second year in a row.

Brandon said his favourite part was skating.

“The kids like the activities. They enjoy skating and the sleigh
rides and the games so we figured it would be a nice family fun
day,” Daly concluded.

Pontiac Chamber

of Commerce hears
about P1C

Pontiac business owners had the opportunity to learn
more about the Pontiac Technology Centre and Resort
JULIELEE STITT (B’TCR) Group from the county’s

b director general on Thursday,
Equity Reporter .
PONTIAC Feb.16. 2012 when he revealed how a multi-

' billion dollar deal started with a
handshake.

The Pontiac Chamber of Commerce hosted the county’s
Director General Rémi Bertrand at Ferme Livamia in
Mansfield, with the event doubling
as the group’s quarterly general
meeting.

In his presentation, Bertrand,
who also holds the position as
director of operations for the
Economic Development Corporation
(CDE) discussed the virtues of the
plan being proposed by developer
Michael Bartlett.

Bartlett became a house-hold P

AIRSTRIP

name in Pontiac last fall because of

his involvement with a $5 billion
proposed development for the Upper
Pontiac region, which would directly
affect the municipalities of Fort
Coulonge, Mansfield and Allumettes
Island.

He has been linked to such projects as Canada’s
Wonderland in Toronto, Universal Studios in California
and Expo ’86 in Vancouver.

In his presentation, Bertrand explained how the
relationship between the local development corporation and
Bartlett began in 2011.

“There was Mr. Bartlett, the Business Development
Commissioner Daniel Labine who was working with us at
the CDE and myself. On a handshake we said we’d make it
happen,” recalls Bertrand, who also noted that Labine is no
longer an employee of the CDE.

In the past, mining, forestry and agriculture have been
the three main industries in Pontiac. In order to stimulate
the area, residents have to be open to new ways to generate
jobs and opportunities, said Bertrand.

“We have to think outside the box and we have to stop
thinking that things will right themselves.”

Please see CHAMBER on page two
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PTCR at
a glimpse

ere are some quick facts about the

PTCR, Pontiac and Michael

Bartlett.

* Pontiac has the lowest available
revenue per capita in the province of
Quebec. “That’s why we need to change the
situation,” said Bertrand. Industries that
helped build the region like forestry, mining
and agriculture have either died (mining) or
need to be reconfigured in order to be suc-
cessful. According to Bertrand, projects like
rice and hops in the agriculture sector are
helping diversify Pontiac’s economy.

¢ Aside from working on such projects as
Canada’s Wonderland in Toronto, being a
part of the team that built Universal Studios
and Expo ’86 in Vancouver, Bartlett helped
to produce a documentary on the oceans
that received an Oscar nomination in the
1990s.

 Uranium mining is not a part of the plan
being developed by Bartlett, said MRC
Pontiac Director General Rémi Bertrand.

“Just like Lawrence Cannon, Michael
Bartlett sits on the governing board of a min-
ing company and I'm probably sure that
there’s at least five people here who have
shares in mining companies. Does it mean
that you’ll want to open a mine?” Bertrand
questioned attendees of Thursday night’s
meeting.

o Allumettes Island has been pinpointed
as the second area of development. Bertrand
explained to attendees that unlike Mansfield
and Fort Coulonge, Allumettes Island would
be used for agricultural purposes.

* The Experimental Farm in Ottawa, Ont.
and McGill University in Montreal were two
organizations mentioned during Bertrand’s
presentation that Bartlett would like to work
with.

* Among the sites listed on the map is
Sanctuary Hills. It is planned to be a five-
star resort that will attract an estimated
200,000 visitors per year. Currently, the
Chutes Coulonge, which is one of the area’s
prime tourist destinations for its natural
beauty and Aerial Park attracts approxi-
mately 18,000 visitors.

Please see PTCR on page two
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Shawn Pulley provided sleigh
rides at Family Fun Day.

Seniors ask
SAAOQ to be
tested locally

Seniors living in Pontiac aren’t ready to
release their grip on the steering wheel
just yet.

According to Jean Smith, the Shawville
Lionettes are encouraging people to write

letter to
JULIELEE STITT a |
Equity Reporter Pontiac ~ MNA

PONTIAC Feb. 22,2012 | Charlotte
L'Ecuyer ask-

ing that the agency, which licenses peo-
ple to drive, the Société de l'assurance
automobile du Québec (SAAQ), offer a
testing facility in Pontiac once a month.

“Senior persons living in MRC Pontiac
who require a road test in order to renew
their driving permit must go into Gatineau
(Hull sector) to do their driving. The only
other choice is Mont Laurier. This presents
a large obstacle, as most people here are
accustomed to driving within their local
area,” writes Smith in a letter to L’Ecuyer.

According to the Lionette, many seniors
living in MRC Pontiac rarely drive in urban
centres and rely on their vehicles to travel
from sometimes remote locations to towns
for basic necessities like purchasing gro-
ceries and visiting the doctor.

“Right now there are no exceptions. Why
can’t there be?” asks Smith.

The Shawville Lionettes have made sev-
eral presentations to garner support from
the community for the cause, including a
brief presentation at the Pontiac County
Women’s Institute Information Day on
Wednesday and a Feel Fit Brunch on
Friday.

The Lionettes are asking everyone to
send a letter to the local politician because
as Smith noted in her own address to
L'Ecuyer, “You might not be a senior now,
but someday you will be.”

L’Ecuyer says she will present a letter
addressing the concerns of citizens to the
Minister of Transport Pierre Moreau this
week when they’re sitting in the chamber
in Québec City.

Please see TESTING on page two
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CHAMBER:
Discussing PT'CR

Continued from page one

Following his presenta-
tion, Bertrand discussed
areas of the project; acting
as a spokesperson for the
conceptual plan in Bartlett’s
absence (Bartlett had hoped
to surprise the Pontiac
Chamber of Commerce by
being there, however he was
unable to make it).

The director general then
heard questions from some
of the the approximately 100
members of Pontiac’s busi-
ness community who had
gathered in Mansfield.

Chamber president Todd
Hoffman said the event was
created for that very reason.

“With all of the stories that

have been reported on this
project over the last couple
of months our members were
requesting information so we
invited Mr. Bertrand to come
and inform our members of
what the project consisted of
so that’s why he came to give
the conceptual view of the
project so our members
could have that informa-
tion,” he said.

Bertrand told attendees
that if the development is
realized it could generate as
many as 80,000 jobs.

“Hopefully youll just have
to figure out how you'll serve
all these extra customers.
Hopefully. I have my fingers
crossed with you.”

www.theequity.ca

Julielee Stitt, THE EQUITY

Rémi Bertrand addresses attendees at Thursday
night’s Pontiac Chamber of Commerce quarterly
AGM. The director general of the MRC spoke on
the Pontiac Technology Centre and Resort

development.

Julielee Stitt, THE EQUITY

Attendees listen attentively to Bertrand.

PTCR: More information about Pontiac technology Centre and resort

Continued from page one

* Land rezoning would be
necessary in the project due
to parts of the proposal
falling on agriculturally
zoned land. According to
Bertrand, one option the
PTCR is considering is having
alternate land with the same
soil type re-zoned for agricul-
ture use, so as not to lessen
the amount of agricultural
land in the province.

* The development would
include PGA-style golf cours-
es, an international school in

addition to resorts to attract
the best and brighest. “How
do you get the best people out
of India, China, Toronto to
move somewhere? You have
to make the best available life
conditions that you can.
That’s the only way youll
succeed,” said Bertrand.
Transportation: The pro-
ject includes a regional air-
port which would act as a
hub connecting Pontiac to
international airports in
Toronto or Ottawa, said
Bertrand. The airport is nec-

essary for “time sensitive pro-
jects in the bio-technology
field.”

* The PTCR also requires a
freight rail line. This would
require re-locating the PPJ
Cycle Path.

e The development would
also involve relocating Hwy.
148, which is not a part of
the Ministry of
Transportation’s (MTQ)
strategic system of highways.
This was discovered when the
Fondation Rues Principale
was working to have

Mansfield and Fort Coulonge
recognized as a Relay Village,
which for travellers is a place
where necessary amenities
are all located within a short
distance of each other (gas,
grocery store, lodging).

* 2012 has been identified
by Bartlett as the “soft plan-
ning year.” It includes estab-
lishing the PTCR by acquiring
office space and staff and
bringing in his planning com-
mittee. Start up of operations
is planned for 2013. The
entire project would take five

years to realize.

* How will Bartlett attract
100 young, green companies
to Pontiac? According to
Bertrand, the basic system
Bartlett is using to recruit
emerging companies in the
green sector is to help
finance them. Bartlett will
invest in a company on the
condition that they re-locate
operations to the technology
incubator. “Once your busi-
ness is up and running
maybe youll be interested
enough then to bring it over

on the stock market and once
it’s on the stock market.
Then there’s cash to input
into the coffers of the compa-
ny so he (Bartlett) can take
his money back, let that com-
pany run and then he goes
and invests in another one so
he would constantly be keep-
ing new companies rolling in
the technological park.”

¢ “At the end of the day
this project should create
approximately over 80,000
jobs in Pontiac,” said
Bertrand.

TESTING: Seniors looking to stay closer to home

Continued from page one
“Since we’re in chamber
I'll give it to him personally
and I'll talk to him too at the
same time to explain.”
L’Ecuyer notes that by
handing the minister the let-
ter instead of sending it to
his office, the process will be

expedited by at least 30
days.

The wait, says L'Ecuyer, is
caused by the letter having
to go through security.

L’Ecuyer also hopes to
speak personally with a rep-
resentative from the SAAQ
when the heads of each gov-

ernment agency appear
before members of the legis-
lature to discuss the upcom-
ing budget.

“Hopefully the head hon-
cho of the SAAQ will have to
come and speak in front of
us so it’s going to be a good
opportunity for me to try and

talk to him too.”

By asking the SAAQ for a
testing agent to visit the area
once a month as opposed to
having a permanent centre
established, the MNA
believes the likelihood of
seniors being tested in the
region will increase.

‘I didn’t ask for a perma-
nent one. We have to be real-
istic,” says L’Ecuyer.

According to Gino
Desrosiers, a media rela-
tions officer for the SAAQ,
“all reclassification reviews
of skills are performed in the
42 service centers of the

Man charged in Camp Arbouribour case appears

JULIELEE STITT
Equity Reporter
PONTIAC Feb. 22, 2012
Love wasn’t in the air on
Feb. 14 in Ladysmith as the
Streté du Québec (SQ) raided
a house on Schwartz Road.
Local police in partnership
with regional SQ investiga-
tors seized 900 grams of

cannabis, 30 grams of
hashish and equipment used
in drug production from the
Thorne home.

A woman was arrested at
the scene and charged for
possession of cannabis for
the purpose of trafficking.
She was later released by
police with the promise to

appear in court.

Police in the county are
also reporting the recovery of
two snowmobiles that were
stolen in Chichester Feb. 15.

The snowmobiles were dis-
covered Feb. 16 in Ontario.

According to local SQ
spokesperson Agent
Mathilde Villeneuve, “The

investigation is still ongoing
and no suspects have been
arrested.”
Court Case

A former coordinator at a
private day camp located in
Mansfield was charged with
11 counts of sexual assault
and appeared in court last
week.

Jean-Sebastien Vachon,
30, who worked at Camp
Arbouribour appeared in the
Campbell’s Bay Court House
Feb. 13 to 15 where he
heard testimony against him
by three of his alleged former
victims.

According to the women
who are now all over the age

agency and it has always
been so.”

Currently, even if a person
is assessed by an “occupa-
tional therapist and/or a dri-
ving school monitor in rural
areas, it will be assessed by
an assessor of the agency
from a service center.

In court

of 20, the cases of sexual
assault occurred between
2007 and 2008.

Vachon is set to re-appear
in Campbell’s Bay again
today where the judge will
inform the court of how
many more days the trial will
last and when proceedings
will resume.

More scenes from Family Fun Day in Ladysmith

Andrea Cranfield, THE EQUITY

Attendees at this year’s Family Fun Day gather together on the ice this past Sunday.

Potential councillors vie for a spot in Ward #3

ANDREA CRANFIELD
Equity Editor
QUYON Feb. 19, 2012

Candidates in the by-elec-
tion for councilor of Ward
no. 3 in the municipality of
Pontiac had a chance to
voice their intentions, moti-
vations and qualifications to
a crowd of eager listeners on
Saturday.

There are about 575 vot-
ers in Ward no. 3, which cov-
ers approximately 1,300
km’s including parts of
Luskville, Quyon and
Pontiac Bay.

The meeting at the Quyon
Lions Hall, planned by mem-
bers of the Committee for
Positive Change in the
Municipality of Pontiac
started with each of the four
potential candidates intro-
ducing themselves.

Nancy Maxsom and Anne
Brule moderated the meeting.

Tom Howard told the
crowd that he is a team
worker, a good networker
and can manage time to
make sure that he is avail-
able for the needs of all of his
voters.

“Should I be elected coun-
cilor T will help council to
work together, listen to what
the people have to say, be

their voice at council and
other meetings as appropri-
ate,” said Howard.

If elected, he plans on
making himself available
and open to residents’
needs, saying he will make
himself accessible to citizens
and give 150 per cent effort.

‘I will work to reinsure
integrity, transparency and
accountability in municipal
processes. Constituents will
be made aware of what’s
happening in the municipal-
ity. I'll also have an email
address where you can voice
your suggestions, positive
criticisms or concerns. Day
or night your voice counts.
In turn I will make every
effort to get back to each and
every one of you within 48
hours,” Howard concluded.

Garry Dagenais started
his speech by saying that as
a native and resident of the
municipality of Pontiac, he
has witnessed many
changes in the community.

As a previous councilor
and having sat on various
committees, he said he has
contributed to improving
funding and support for
acquiring a gymnasium for
recreation, upgrading the
community centre, obtaining

new rink lighting and equip-
ment for the recreational
park, installing a dumping
station in Quyon for
campers and upgrading fire-
fighters’ equipment, among
other realizations.

Dagenais said if elected as
councilor he will work with
council to improve the sup-
port for tolerance roads, con-
tinue to work towards the
construction of the new
community centre, address
the numerous problems with
emergency services and
modify the nuisance by-law.

“l believe with proper
management and guidance
we can improve on service to
you the ratepayers,” said
Dagenais. “With over a $6
million dollar budget there is
plenty of room for improve-
ment.”

Jacques Rainville worked
as an engineer and has also
been employed with the fed-
eral government. He moved
back to Pontiac in 1989 and
took ownership of a restau-
rant.

He was elected to council
in 1990 but was forced to
quit after two years for per-
sonal reasons.

Since 1994, he has been
self-employed and currently

runs a chip stand in the
summer.

In 2009 he ran for council
and lost by five votes.

He told the crowd that if
elected, he would do his best
to be a voice for the citizens
and would work hard to cre-
ate positive change.

Denis Dubé started off his
speech by saying although
he is a newcomer to Pontiac,
during the last few years he
has become very involved
with the citizens in the
municipality.

“My main concern since I
have arrived here is that
sometimes the municipality
forgets the citizens,” he said.
“That will be my priority, to
make sure on any action, on
any spending, it’s going to be
with the citizens as the main
priority.”

Dubé said the mayor and
councilors should be there
to comply and respect the
wishes of the citizens.

“That’s what I offer you, to
serve you for the next 18
months, that’s my commit-
ment. 'm going to need your
input, I will consult you,” he
said.

Dubé also plans on
putting out a newsletter
once a month as well as

Andrea Cranfield, THE EQUITY

Emma Scully, 3, tried her hand at hockey.

making a website to keep cit-
izens informed on what is
happening with council.

He told the crowd that
Ward no. 3 is going to have
the biggest development in
the whole municipality dur-
ing the next five to 10 years,
with Chats Falls on one side
and the Pontiac Airpark on
the other.

“It will have a huge impact
on residents. That’s the kind
of development I would like
to have all over the munici-
pality,” he said.

After the introductions, a
question period commenced.
Meeting attendees asked the
candidates about highway
improvements, protecting
the environment while devel-
oping the municipality,
funding the proposed com-
munity centre in Quyon and
ensuring citizens buy locally.

They also asked about
improvements to the nui-
sance by-law and establish-
ing eco-corridors proposed
by the National Capital
Commission (NCC).
Candidates were also asked
about the possibility of
developing a tracking system
as a way of keeping a record
of citizens’ complaints.

Each candidate was given

the opportunity to respond
to all of the questions. They
were in agreement about
many of the issues, all of
them expressing their will-
ingness to work hard to cre-
ate positive change and work
for the citizens.

They all wanted to see
changes to the implementa-
tion of the nuisance by-law
and were all in disagreement
with building eco-corridors.

They all supported pro-
moting buying locally and
wanted to help realize the
building of the new commu-
nity centre. All four candi-
dates also said that highway
improvements were definite-
ly needed.

A couple of people in the
crowd expressed their frus-
trations with council and
said there needed to be
change.

All of the candidates
agreed and all said that they
would work to make
improvements and strive to
make the citizens more
informed of what was hap-
pening within council.

The advanced polls are
open on Feb. 26 and voting
takes place on March 3 at
the Albert Kennedy Centre in
Quyon.

Centre de santé et de services sociaux
du Pontiac
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CLSC Fort-Coulonge, Doreen Dionne
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CLSC Bryson, Nicole Gatien
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CLSC Chapeau, Lorraine Fleury
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Pontiac Printshop Ltd.
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"T'his pike is no tyke in Portage tishing derby

ANDREA CRANFIELD
Equity Editor

PORTAGE DU FORT

Feb. 18, 2012

“Over there, over there,”
people said as they pointed
to the other side of the
Ottawa River.

Word had spread that a
big fish had been caught at
the annual Portage du Fort
fishing derby put on by the
River Club. And everyone
knew which fishing hole the
fish came from.

People pointed to a section
of the lake, occupied by a
group of fishermen and
women, celebrating the big
catch.

Corrie Worsley had caught
a.m. 11.3 1b pike. Last year
she won another fishing
derby in Portage du Fort put
on by the fire department,

when she caught a fish
about the same size.

The group, consisting of
Worsley, Dave Dagenais,
André Piché, Wayne Stewart
and Jerry Stewart caught
five fish altogether.

It was Dagenais’ first time
attending the River Club
derby. Although he wasn'’t
having much luck with the
fish biting on Saturday, he
said he had a lot of fun
spending the day out on the
ice.

“It was a great day. The
sun was out, the fish are bit-
ing and the weather is nice,”
he said.

Last year Alan Farrell,
from Haley Station, Ont.,
won the derby when he
snagged a 13.8 1b pike. This
year, he wasn’t as lucky.
With just an hour left before

all fish had to be registered,
Farrell still had no catches.

He did have a bite howev-
er, but the fish was so big
that it broke his line and dis-
appeared under the ice into
the depths below.

“Last year I caught fish,”
said Farrell. “This year the
line broke and last year I
won.”

Dave Fletcher, from Haley
Station, Ont. shared a fish-
ing shack with Farrell. He
has been fishing in Portage
du Fort for the past 20 years
or so.

Like Farrell, Fletcher had
no bites all day. He didn’t
seem to mind.

“If only every weekend
could be like this weekend,”
he said.

“We come over every year
for this fishing tournament;

The voice of the Pontiac since 1883

it’s the only one we come to
every year. We come for fam-
ily day, it’s a good way to
spend the family day week-
end,” he said referring to
the Ontario holiday on Feb.
20.

Fifty two people were reg-
istered in the derby. Willard
Smith won second place
with a 4.12 1b pike and Jeff
McCorriston came in third
with a 3.15 1b pike.

“It was a good time for
everybody, we had really
nice weather, it was the per-
fect day for it,” said Mandy
Coyne from the River Club.

After all the fish had been
registered and weighed,
Just 2 Guys’ played music
inside the bar, giving the
fishermen and women a
chance to wind down, relax
and delight in some tunes.

Wednesday, February 22, 2012
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André Piché, Wayne Stewart, Corrie Worsley, Dave Dagenais and Jerry Stewart show off both their
Sens pride and a huge fish that won the fishing derby.

Saturday night's crowd proves
how close-knit community cares

ANDREA CRANFIELD
Equity Editor
CHAPEAU Feb. 18, 2012

Luke Godin, from
Allumettes Island, was diag-
nosed with cancer in July.
He has Angiosarcoma can-
cer, an aggressive, rare form
of cancer that lines the walls
of blood vessels in the body.

Some family and friends
came together to throw him
a fundraiser and raise some
money for his treatment.

Luke is currently staying
at the Pembroke Regional
Hospital, so he was unable
to attend the Saturday night
event at Harrington Hall in
Chapeau, but he was still
able to see how the commu-
nity pulled together for him.

A laptop was brought
inside the hall and Luke was
able to watch the entire
night through Skype.

“We have a laptop in there
set up and they’re watching
it as we speak,” said Luke’s
brother Dan Godin.

Plans for the benefit party
began in November, but Dan
said he had no idea so many
people would come out.

Almost 1,000 tickets were
sold and Dan estimates that
another 500 people bought
tickets at the door.

“l don’t think he (Luke)
realizes how big it actually is
right now. We got a major
turnout, it’s good,” he said.

“We’re a big family, I have
four brothers and we were
born and raised here, lived
here all our lives and it is a
tight-knit community and
everybody gets along and
everybody came out to sup-
port and it was awesome.”

Besides selling tickets,
money was also raised from
a silent auction, a raffle
draw and a 50/50 draw that
brought in $1,190.

Many businesses donated
prizes, which ranged from a
lawnmower to paintings to a
Texas Mickey to vases and
more.

Dan said the community
was very generous with
their donations with $5,200
even coming in from
Edmonton.

“My cousin and my aunt
work for a company in
Edmonton called Packers
Plus and together they

A lunch was provided with a large variety of different types of food.

raised $2,600 and the com-
pany matched the $2,600 so
in total they brought us
$5,200 from Edmonton to
put towards the cause,”
explained Dan.

A lunch was also served
with food that was all donat-
ed and the Jones Gang pro-
vided the musical entertain-
ment.

Allumettes Island Mayor
Winston Sunstrum attended
the event and was
impressed by the communi-
ty support.

“It’s a fantastic crowd. We
have people here from
Waltham, St. Joseph’s,
Sheenboro and Chichester,”
said Sunstrum. “We have
great community support,
the place is packed. There’s
always good support around
here.”

On stage, Dan thanked
the crowd for coming out
saying, “This is excellent
and much appreciated by
the families.”

Luke has two children,
Hunter, 5, and Paytan, 3
and a wife, Claudia.

Andrea Cranfield, THE EQUITY
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Dan Godin announces the winners of the draws to the large crowd.

Andrea Cranfield, THE EQUITY

Corrie Worsley holds up her winning fish, an 11.3
Ib pike.

Sheenboro

BETTY
MORRIS
819-689-5023

We were saddened to
hear of the passing of
Raymond Gleason last
Tuesday. He was the hus-
band of Claire Downey and
father of Owen, Gordie and
the late Robert Gleason.
Raymond always had a
story or a joke to tell and
you never went there that
you wouldn’t leave laugh-
ing. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family
at this sad time.

Congratulations to Ian
and Angie Picard on the
birth of their new baby girl
Hailey Feb. 15. Hailey
weighed 7 lIbs 14 ozs. The
proud grandparents are
George and Erla Picard
and Roseanne and
Clarence Cybulskie. This is
the first grandchild for
George and Erla.

I am happy to hear Mary
Searson is out of the hospi-
tal. 'm looking forward to
seeing her back to hear the
fiddle music at George’s.

Happy belated birthday
to Earl Lepine and Cindy
Wheeler who both celebrat-
ed Feb. 15.

My great-nephews Liam
and Jake Holtzhauer cele-
brated their eighth birth-
day at their grandparents
Arlene and Dave Clyde’s
on Monday. I still can’t tell
these identical twins
apart.

Birthday greetings go
out to Lucy King, Tim
Doyle, Marlene Turner,
Francis Conroy, and my
nephews Emmett Sullivan
and Riley Malloy who all
celebrated birthdays this
week. Hope you all have a
great day.

The Chichester Sheen
Annual Fishing Derby will
be Saturday, Feb. 25 from
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. behind the
fire hall in Chichester.
They usually have a large
crowd.

It was nice to see Trudy
and Nancy Tallon and Ron
Vellenga on the weekend
and also Ken and Mary
Meehan and young Kenny.

We are looking forward
to our St. Patrick’s Dance
on March 10th with Wayne
Venne and Louis Schryer.
It is always a great
turnout.
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Atkinsons Bar

Hwy. 148, Shawville 819-647-2526

~—_REMINDER —
SNOWMOBILE RALLY

Saturday, February 25

Music by: Nelson Colt Band, 7-11 pm
Register 10 am at Gavan’s Hotel, Quyon;
Atkinsons Bar, Shawville; Norway Bay Golf
and Ladysmith Hotel. 100% PAYBACK.
Must be back to Atkinsons Bar by
6 p.m. to roll the dice!

BIG BAG - BIG DEAL

40 Ih PRO PLAN DOG FOOD
SAVE °5% . FEB. 15 - 25

(We have dog crates, bones, treats)

M &R FEEDS

www.mandrfeeds.com
MICKSBURG ¢« PEMBROKE ¢« SHAWVILLE
613-735-3689 * 613-732-2843 * 819-647-2814

BUY SWAP SELL

Furniture (household, office) * Appliances * Games
Tools ¢ Electronics * Power Tools * Jewellery

We also sell furniture on consignment

5032 Hwy. 148, Quyon
819-458-2209

Delivery on orders
over $20 - 4-10 pm
7 days a week!

SENIORS

15% discount
Monday and
Tuesday evening
4 pm-9 pm

Served from 4:00 p.m:
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 6 AM - 10 PM

Election partielle By Election
Le 4 mars 2012 March 4th 2012
MUNICIPALITE DE PONTIAC MUNICIPALITY OF PONTIAC
Candidat conseiller du quartier # 3
For Councillor Ward # 3

VOTEZ / VOTE rour / for

Un candidat a ['ecoute des contribuables
A candidate who will listen to taxpavers

Un citoven impliqué
An I[nvolved Citizen

Un repreésentant actif
An Active Representative

Votre voix au conseil
A Strong Voice on Council

Une surveillance des dépenses municipales
Supervision on municiral expenses

R. DENIS DUBE (X

Autorisé et payé par R. DENIS DUBE candidat indépendant autorisé et agent officiel

LALONDE TOWING
S STORAGE

C988 Route 303N, Shawville, QC

UNITS AVAILABLE:
5x10° « 10°x 10’ » 10’ x 20’

v
v
4
4
4
v
v
4
4
4

NEW FACILITY e SPACE LIMITED
Call for details

819-647-5824
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Keep a cool head

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
ANDREA CRANFIELD
editor@theequity.ca

Council, mayoral and municipal meet-
ings are supposed to offer a space for res-
idents to voice their opinions and also
serve as a way for both council and resi-
dents to discuss municipal issues and
resolve concerns.

Some people have something they real-
ly want to get off their chest and attend
meetings in order to have their voices
heard.

Sometimes, these meetings are very
productive, but other times, they end in
screaming matches where nothing is
accomplished.

Although people in the community
become frustrated with council or the way
things are being done in their communi-
ties, they still need to remember to keep a
positive attitude when attending meetings.
This goes for all kinds of meetings in
Pontiac.

There was a recent meeting where four
candidates running for council were given
the opportunity to explain to those in
attendance what they would do if elected.

The meeting went smoothly, with audi-
ence members asking questions and rais-
ing some concerns, wanting answers to
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what the potential councillors could do to
ease their apprehensions if elected.

One member in the audience, however,
stood up and faced the crowd, rather than
the council candidates. They were well-
spoken and raised some valid concerns,
but they were clearly more interested in
riling up the audience, rather than posing
any questions to the candidates.

They were visibly upset and succeeded
in garnering some applause and cheers
from some other attendees.

At the end of the meeting, one person
stood up and started yelling at the four
candidates. This person screamed obscen-
ities and stated that they were angry and
things had to change.

Note: these were candidates sitting on
the stage and therefore had no responsi-
bility in creating any problems because
they sat on council, nor would all of them
be elected in order to be able to create
change on council.

This individual was so worked up that
at one point they asked, “Is my tone both-
ering anyone?” To which most of the peo-
ple in the crowd answered “yes.”

It's understandable that people get
upset about issues negatively affecting
them. But when attending meetings, it's
important to remember to keep a pro-
active attitude.

Nothing gets accomplished when emo-
tions get in the way of logic and arguing
takes the place of coherent and sound
debate.

In Pontiac, yelling at meetings is too
common and sometimes people even have

BﬂCk tO the land Dave Moore, THE EQUITY

Great backyard bird count

ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM

KATHARINE FLETCHER fletcher katharine@gmail.com

to be thrown out because they become so
irate. Acting in an irrational manner just
to prove a point accomplishes nothing.

We need to be pro-active and try to work
together with mayors and councillors.
Stand strong for what you believe in, but
take action in a way that will actually facil-
itate change instead of creating friction
and provoking tempers.

Several times we've seen petitions pre-
sented to council. We've seen people deliv-
er speeches with well thought out points
about why there needs to be change and
what can be done to make that change
happen. These are positive approaches to
finding solutions to problems.

With tensions boiling over, nothing is
accomplished. Keep things civil and only
then can you move forward. It's important
to be heard but also to listen.

Taking on leadership roles can be chal-
lenging and community leaders need to
listen to their residents. But this goes both
ways.

Meetings should not be a power struggle
between sides, they should be a platform,
enabling residents and council to work
together and affording opportunities to
make changes and progress.

While most residents at the aforemen-
tioned meeting asked questions because
they were truly curious about the
answers, and stated their concerns
because they really wanted to know what
could be done to fix any problems, a cou-
ple were there to let off steam, which did
nothing in terms of helping the meeting
progress.

-Last weekend was the 15th annual Great Backyard Bird
Count (GBBC) which took place throughout North America Feb.
17-20. During that time, people throughout the continent
counted birds, to add to scientists’ knowledge of how bird pop-
ulations are doing in North America.

What is the GBBC?

The website at http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc explains,
“The Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual four-day event
that engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to cre-
ate a real-time snapshot of where the birds are across the con-
tinent... Scientists and bird enthusiasts can learn a lot by know-
ing where the birds are. Bird populations are dynamic; they are
constantly in flux. No single scientist or team of scientists could
hope to document the complex distribution and movements of
so many species in such a short time.”

It’s over: why write
about it?

Obviously, the 15th annual GBBC event is over. Why write
about it now?

First, I'd not heard about it until last Wednesday — too late to
write last week’s column.

Second: I'm writing about it because so many of you enjoy
birds that you may wish to put this event on your online calen-
dar, to remind yourself to watch for next year’s count. (Sadly, as
keen birder and count participant Claude Martineau observed,
there was very weak participation this year from our area, with
only 13 reports coming in from Gatineau. Tip: next year, let’s
participate more!)

Third: Teachers among you may be interested in using next
year’s count as an online science or environment project, where
your students participate in a continent-wide count, where their
input is relevant to scientists studying birds, climate change,
habitat destruction and more.

Fourth: The website is extremely useful to any of us interest-
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ed in birds.
Website information

When we visit the website http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc,
any birder will be interested in clicking on the second menu item
on the left-hand list: How to Participate (in the count).

Clicking on it presents a screen where we are invited to look
at a regional bird checklist. I clicked on this hot link, which goes
to a new screen, where I am asked to insert my postal code. The
computer uses my postal code to access and then present me
with a “February Checklist for JOX 2V0, Quyon, QC.”

Moreover, now I have a local-to-me bird checklist of species I
can find here at home, in February.

Note: Perusing this list immediately shows some errors.
Included (in February, mind) are such non-resident, summer
species as northern mockingbird and brown-headed cowbird.
Another bird, the Black Guillemot, appears too — but the web-
site’s own interactive map shows no sightings of this bird in our
area. Ever.

Nothing’s perfect. However, the list forms a useful start to find-
ing common species which can be found here. Note to self: I will
want to drop back in and check out this website and specifical-
ly, this page after the spring migration. Will it refresh, and list
species which migrate here for the summer months? Time will
tell.

Learn about birds

Another useful page to view is “Learn about Birds.” Clicking
on this link presents another list of hot links to such helpful
tools as an online bird guide where we can browse 600 species.
This page includes “bird identification tips, natural history infor-
mation, photos, sounds and maps.” I also looked at a hot link
named, “Tricky IDs: where I found explanations of confusing
similar species. For instance, I found “What’s that sparrow” and
“Hung up on hawks” extremely instructive and good fun, too.

Continued on page six
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Compiled by Bonnie Chevrier

25 Years Ago

February 25, 1987

Pontiac to pursue new paper mill: Pontiac coun-
ty is one of three locations being considered for a new
paper mill.

The MRC warden Dennis Lariviere said Tembec, a
Temiscaming company is interested in building a new
mill and has approached the Pontiac Forest Products
Producers’ Board.

As well as Pontiac, Val d’Or and Alberta are also
being considered, Lariviere told the members of MRC
at the regular meeting Monday night. A site at
Waltham has been proposed.

$9000 raised in CHIP radiothon: If you tuned in
to CHIP radio this weekend you must have noticed
something different going on. The station was holding
its seventh annual radiothon.

$9000 was donated to CHIP over the weekend.
While most of it came from the Pontiac, quite a bit
also came from Pembroke. The station also received
donations from Ottawa and Smiths Falls after CJOH
TV presented a special report on newsline at 6 pm last
Friday.

50 Years Ago

February 15, 1962

Quebec farmers don’t produce enough to feed
province: Annual report of the Co-op Federee of
Quebec made public at the annual meeting last week
in Montreal, stated that “with the exception of a few
dairy products and broilers situated close to the
largest consumer’s market in the country, Quebec
farmers have not been able to produce enough to
meet the needs of the population in this province.”

General manager Raynald Ferron reported the
farmers were caught in a price-cost squeeze so that
profit margins have declined. He saw the dairy indus-
try which used to have “remarkable stability” facing a
critical situation. This has arisen from accumulating
surpluses of butter and powdered milk.

Something should be done to reduce wolf popu-
lation: Wolves were a major topic of discussion at the
three day Outfitters Association meeting in Quebec
last week. Martin Meiter of Chapeau, being the only
Pontiac person to attend the convention held in con-
junction with the meeting of the Fish and Game
Commission, reports that other than from this coun-
ty there was a good attendance.

It was pointed out by the Game Commission that
$20,000 had been spent last year on the extermina-
tion of wolves in Quebec. This amount was paid to
eight trappers for the trapping of and killing of wolves.
None of it was spent in Pontiac County and since the
bounty was taken off wolves on April 1, these animals
have increased in great numbers and have killed
practically all our deer and other small game includ-
ing partridge.

75 Years Ago

February 25, 1937

Local news: As a result of Sunday night’s deluge of
rain, the heaviest experienced here for some months,
numerous cellars in the village and through the dis-
trict were flooded on Monday morning. Some roads
held large pools of water which interfered with traffic
to a great extent.

In Quyon, the highway at the east end of the village
is under water and the old sleighing bridge has been
swept away. If mild weather continues, the town is
fearing a repetition of the disastrous flood of nine
years ago.

The Mission Band of Bristol St. Andrew’s United
Church held their annual sliding party on Saturday
afternoon. Refreshments were served in the base-
ment of the church. Mrs. Roland Russell superinten-
dent of the Band was in charge and was assisted by
Mrs. (Rev.) F.W. Taylor and Mrs. Bob Russell.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Richardson went to Watertown,
N.Y., on Sunday having received word that their
grandson, Freddie Coburn, aged nine, had been acci-
dentally shot by a playmate on Saturday evening.
Brief details of the sad tragedy circulated here were
that the lads had been playing cowboy and the
Coburn boy hid in a closet in the house, and the
other secured his father’s gun and shot through the
door killing him instantly.

Contract for home child

GENEALOGY
GLEANINGS
GLORIA F. TUBMAN
news@theequity.ca

Before Mrs. Birt’s Sheltering Homes placed a child
with any household in Canada, the person requesting
had to sign an agreement with the home. The Knowlton
Sheltering Home (KSH) signed on behalf of the child it
was placing in a household.

The agreement outlined the conditions that the
household was supposed to fulfill in providing the
child with a home, clothing, education and wages. On
paper the home was looking out for the interests of
every child. The contract fulfilled obligations that were
imposed upon the distribution houses by the British
government, the British Poor Law Union officials, and
the Canadian government.

After the application had been reviewed, the appli-
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100 Years Ago

February 22, 1912

Local news: The work of erecting the steel super-
structure of the now famous Chapeau bridge is under-
way. The work is in the hands of the Cleveland Bridge
Co. and it is expected the bridge will be completed and
ready for traffic in about three months.

Miss Pearl Eades, who visited her parents here last
week, left Ottawa on Tuesday for the West, having
secured a position as stenographer, near Moose Jaw,
Sask.

Mr. Samuel Smith, who was a resident of Shawville
about thirty years ago, paid a flying visit to the scenes
of his youth last week, and as was but natural, he met
with few whom he recognized, or who recognized him
after so long an absence. Mr. Smith is now a prosper-
ous rancher in British Columbia.

After everything seemed settled in regard to the
route of the Canadian Northern Railway, along the
front of this county, to a crossing point above Portage
du Fort - when the name of the contractor had been
given out, and steps taken for the early commence-
ment of the work, comes the sinister rumor that
Mackenzie and Mann are dickering with the Grand
Truck Railway about the purchase of the line known
as the Canada Atlantic, which runs from Ottawa to
Depot Harbor, and including the branch from Golden
Lake to Pembroke. The carrying out of this plan, would
of course mean the abandonment of the surveyed line
along the front of Bristol and Clarendon, and knock
into a cocked hat the cherished hopes of the people of
Foresters Falls, Beachburg and Westmeath, that they
were soon to have railway facilities. There may be
nothing in the rumour; but it will be noted that a mys-
terious silence has prevailed for some weeks past in
respect of the movements of the C.N.R. people and
nobody seems to know just what has been going on.
The report that operations were to begin at Chats Falls
within a couple of weeks after the announcement that
Mr. J.P. Mullarkey had the contract, seems to have
been premature, as nothing has eventuated in that
section.

125 Years Ago

February 24, 1887

A sad accident occurred at Nipissing Junction on
Saturday last by which Robert Lemon met his death.
He was employed by Mr. Dreany to cut timber. He cut
down a large tree which lodged in another tree, also
cut the second tree and it lodged in a third, which was
rather slender. He proceeded to cut the third tree
when one of the larger ones fell upon him and crushed
him to the ground. His companion who was working a
few yards distant heard the trees fall but did not hear
Lemon’s axe afterwards, and fearing that something
was wrong called to him but received no answer. He
proceeded to the spot and found the unfortunate man
lying upon his face in the snow. When assisted to
arise, Lemon revived and thought he would be able to
reach the house, but grew weak before going far and
was carried into the house. He immediately fell into a
stupor from which he did not recover and died in six
hours.

The council of Renfrew is threatened with a law suit
unless it provides a suitable map of the village at once.

The blinding snow storm, which prevailed last
Friday and part of Saturday blocked up very much the
country roads. The weather on the whole was mild.

By the burning of his granary Mr. William Kelly of
Clarendon, near Yarm post office, lost all his grain.
The fire is supposed to have originated from lightning,
during the rain storm of Thursday the 10th inst.
Besides the loss of his grain, Mr. Kelly lost a quantity
of farming implements, and several sets of harness.

On Tuesday evening, the 17th inst. Mr. Simon
McNally’s residence, Calumet Island, was made the
scene of several hour’s enjoyment of the most pleasing
character. The visitors consisted of several sleigh loads
of people from this village and vicinity, besides a con-
tingent from the Island. Excellent music was fur-
nished by Messieurs Carrier’s string band, to which
dancing was carried on without interruption until the
morning hours were well advanced. The party then
took leave of Mr. McNally and his family, all feeling
highly pleased with their evening’s amusements and
the unrestrained hospitality which they received at the
hand of the host and hostess.

cant had passed all reference checks and a child
selected for the household, the applicant had to sign
an agreement with the Knowlton Sheltering Home.
This agreement was three pages in length and outlined
the conditions the household should meet. Some of the
conditions are listed below.

The applicant agreed to take the child, to bring the
child up as his own, to treat the child as a member of
the family. The child had to be provided with proper
and sufficient food and clothing. The child had to be
provided with a required number of months of day
school each year until the age of 16 years. The child
was to be sent to church and Sunday school regularly.

The applicant had to agree to pay the expenses of
the child from the home and all expenses back if the
child was returned. A general progress report was to be
submitted yearly. “In no case could the child be
allowed to go to another household without permission
of KSH”.

Continued on page six

On this day in 1980, a "Miracle on Ice" took place as
the Americans defeated the USSR 4-3 at the Lake
Placid Winter Olympics. The win propelled the U.S.
to win gold against Finland.

Eight years earlier, Canada won our own miracle, the
72 Summit Series.

THE EQuITy, scoring since 1883.
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Pontiac high school wrestles up a pair of gold medals in competition
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Right, Shamus Tubman wrestles teacher and coach Jason D’Agulair to the ground. Left, the Pontiac High School wrestling team.

JULIELEE STITT
Equity Reporter
SHAWVILLE Feb. 22, 2012

Pontiac High School (PHS)
student Shamus Tubman
likes wrestling because it’s a
sport that he doesn’t have to
hold back in.

“For a guy of my size in
any other sport I have to
watch what I do because I
could really hurt people but
with wrestling I'm playing
against guys my own size so
I can go full-out.

“I get to use what I was
built for,” says Tubman who
wrestles with the PHS team.

Tumban  along  with
Carmina Odermatte (one of

three girls at the school on
the wrestling team) were
recent winners in their
respective weight divisions
at a competition held on
Jan. 27 in Pierrefonds, locat-
ed west of Montreal.

“It felt really good. I don’t
know how you would explain
it, but it just feels really nice
knowing that you accom-
plished something and that
for your first time you did
really well in it,” says
Tubman about the win.

One of the grade 10 stu-
dent’s favourite parts of the
sport is the challenges he’s
had to overcome when com-
peting.

“It’s a sport that is physi-
cally challenging but men-
tally challenging at the same
time,” he says, noting that as
a tournament progresses
instead of allowing yourself
to rest, you have to be
tougher while keeping an eye
on your next opponent.

“After your first couple of
matches you’re tired but the
next one you have to be
stronger, faster and even
better than the other guy.”

PHS acquired wrestling
mats last May and spent the
remainder of the school year
introducing students like
Tubman to the sport.

Coaches Jason D’Agulair

and Eldon Keon have been
working with approximately
13 students since November.

D’Agulair says he’s been
impressed by the commit-
ment shown by the students.

“I'm impressed with their
dedication,” he said noting
that the competition in
Pierfonds required
wrestlers to be up at 5 a.m.
in order to arrive in time to
compete.

As a new team, D’Aguilar
says he’s been focused on
teaching wrestlers to respect
one another and their bod-
ies. It’s an approach which
he says has paid off.

“I'm super impressed with

Breaktast can be any time of the day

how well we've established There’s still work to do and but it’s nice to know that
Pontiac High wrestling. we still have a long way to go we’re out there.”

Julielee Stitt, THE EQUITY

The team will compete in
provincials this Saturday.

Happy 80th Birthday
to our Mom
Iris Smith
February 27th, 2012

A Mother’s Love

A mother's love is a
wonderful love packaged
from heaven with special
care.

A mother's love is like no
other love in which you
can compare.

A mother’s love is
unconditional and from
her heart this can be told.

A mother’s love is
nutritional; it is the fruit
that feeds our soul.

Happy Birthday Mom!
We Love You
Love Jo-Anne, Jill, Stacey,
Wayne and Families

Andrea Cranfield, THE EQUITY

Claire Wilson and Mildred Horner serve attendees
at the Orange Lodge in Shawville.

ANDREA CRANFIELD
Equity Editor
SHAWVILLE Feb. 16, 2012

For two-and-a-half hours,
the Orange Lodge in
Shawville was packed full of
people enjoying breakfast for
dinner.

Besides pancakes and
sausages, many salads and
desserts were also served.

Members of the Lodge
cooked all of the food for the
annual pancake supper.

The event has been an
annual tradition in
Shawville since 1975.

“We usually always get a
really good turnout of people
that come out. It’s really
well-supported,” said
Mildred Horner who helped
with the event.

Adults were charged $9

for supper and children 12
years of age and under ate
for $5.

“You couldn’t go to a
restaurant and get a meal
like they get here for that
price,” said Horner.

The money made will go
towards the upkeep of the
lodge including paying
taxes, insurance and general
maintenance.

The lodge is a fraternal
protestant organization that
was founded in 1796 in
Ireland and spread to
Canada and the U.S., estab-
lished in Canada in 1830.

One of the attendees at
the pancake supper said, “It
was fantastic, it was a great
meal. People who aren’t
coming are really missing
out.”

Andrea Cranfield, THE EQUITY

The hall was full of people enjoying the pancake

dinner.
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WORD ON
THE STREET
JULIELEE STTTT
reporter@theequity.ca

Public shouldnt
be chastised for

guessing at PT'CR

Will curiosity do the same thing to the Pontiac
Technology Centre and Resort (PTCR) Group as it did
to the cat and kill it?

It’s unlikely and for those readers who haven’t
already guessed the reason why, let me share.

Pontiac’s anemic job market makes its residents
accepting and hopeful. In a region like ours where peo-
ple either have to commute to the city for work or leave
for months at a time to work in mines, we are willing to
tolerate secrecy if in the end it means we can stay and
work at home.

Despite our willingness to accept details of the
Michael Bartlett’s PTCR development on a piecemeal
basis, a lack of openness and open dialogue between
local government, elected officials and project develop-
ers with the public has resulted in speculation.

For anyone who requires a vehicle to get to work
every day and has warily and without choice accepted
soaring gas prices (which are only set to go higher this
summer, we’re told) we know speculation is never a
good thing.

In fact speculation when used by the general public
in our day-to-day lives is really just gossip. People who
have engaged in it when discussing the PTCR were
chastised by Director General Rémi Bertrand who noted
that information exchanged at a restaurant amongst
friends isn’t always reliable.

While some gossip has included wild wonderings of
whether or not the development might not also qualify
Pontiac for its own NHL hockey team, other questions
have been considerably less positive.

For those of us with a lack of interest in hockey they
have also been more serious. These speculations have
centered around whether or not Michael Bartlett has
any interest in developing a uranium mine in Pontiac.

We're told he doesn’t. But the answer should have
been delivered before the question was asked as a pre-
emptive measure and perhaps at that time too, the pub-
lic could have learned more details on a project which
to date has been presented to landowners implemented
in the project and local business owners.

After all, the PTCR, we are told, would transform
Mansfield, Fort Coulonge and Allumettes Island and
doubtlessly the rest of Pontiac if this “concept” becomes
a reality.

As a member of the local media I have personally been
told that more details on the project will be forthcoming
and I understand that in a project that is being adver-
tized as having a $5 billion dollar price tag, its promot-
ers would be reluctant to publicize un-finalized plans.

However, is it unreasonable for the public to wonder
aloud what exactly the PTCR is and what it could entail
for them?

No. It isn’t.

The rebuttal to the old expression concerning the
inquisitive cat is that “satisfaction brought him back.”

It’s unlikely that an economically depressed area like
Pontiac County will need much convincing when it
comes to a project that could create 80,000 jobs.

The region is hungry for money and professional
opportunities and as such, persuading the majority of
locals that a project like the PTCR is a good idea should-
n’t be a challenge.

But in the meantime, rather than scoffing at rumors
of the incredibly foolish possibility of a mining develop-
ment, maybe the people who have been in talks with
Bartlett for “six, seven, eight months” could be a little
more forthcoming.

We'’re told, and I truly believe it, that these people
who work(ed) at the CDE and MRC and have met with
Bartlett care about the future of Pontiac but so does the
public and they’re entitled to a little more openness.

Maybe then Pontiac could satisfy its curiosity, kill the
speculation and talk over coffee about a conceptual pro-
ject referring to facts instead of indulging in gossip.
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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM

Continued from page four
Active outdoors learning

Many of you ask me about birds and
how you can learn more about their prop-
er identification. Ill repeat two organiza-
tions which are really helpful.

Club des ornithologues de I’'Outaouais

(CO0)

You may recall [ wrote about this club’s
Christmas bird count, so you can rest
assured that counts do occur sporadically
throughout any given year. Want to join a
bird outing and see what COO is all about?
Check its website at
http://coo.ncf.ca/activites / ProgrammeAct
ivites.php#fev17

You will see that there are more counts
going on, until April, plus several activities.

Note: Although my French is imperfect, I
have received a very warm welcome at
COQ’s events which are mostly conducted
in French. Go. Learn. Have fun practising
your French — and know that many mem-
bers who are bilingual will help you and

your kids with English whenever neces-
sary.
Ottawa Field Naturalists’ Club

The OFNC is the oldest natural history
club in Canada, founded in 1879. I belong:
membership isn’t expensive, is half-price
for students, and it’s a great way to stay
informed about our natural world. The
website is excellent: http:/ /www.ofnc.ca

The site explains, “Field trips to natural
areas in our region and beyond take place
all year round. These events are for OFNC
members and guests of members, unless
the notice indicates that participation is
limited or that bus travel is involved. In
these cases, OFNC members will have pri-
ority and guests may participate only if
space permits.”

In other words, there are many ways to
stay connected to our natural world. Join
in an event and have fun learning.

Katharine Fletcher is a freelance writer,
columnist and author. Contact her at fletch-
er.katharine@gmail.com.

From the Audubon's magazine called “Feeder frenzy” by Charles Harpe

GENEALOGY GLEANINGS

Continued from page four

The child was to be allowed occasionally
to write to friends. “The child could not be
removed to another province or state with-
out Mrs. Birt’s consent.”

If a child was to be returned to KSH, the
home had to receive a fortnight notice. All
clothes were to be sent back in good condi-
tion and equal in number to those supplied
to the child. Mrs. Birt, or her agents, could
remove a child if the conditions of the
agreement were not fulfilled. The standard
agreement between employers and the KSH
on behalf of the children could be adjusted
on an individual case. Any conditions con-
trary to those in the standard contract had
to be agreed to in writing.

One realizes that a large number of the
households, who had signed an agreement
with a distribution home, did not fulfill the
agreed upon terms. Quebec passed a law to
protect the immigrant children. The

Quebec 1899, An Act Respecting
Immigrant Children reads “The person not
willing to carry out conditions, returns to
the home, or abandons a child was liable
for a fine of not more than $25 and not less
than $10. If the person defaulted on pay-
ment then imprisonment could not exceed
three months but be not less than one
month.”

The immigrant children who came
through the distribution homes at least on
paper had conditions that their employers
were to adhere to during the period the
child was in their employ. The Quebec gov-
ernment in 1899 enacted legislation under
which those not complying to the minimum
conditions of the contract might be prose-
cuted.

Gloria Tubman is a geneology enthusiast
living in Ottawa. Her interest in the study of
family trees was piqued by her grandmoth-
er's story as a home child in Pontiac.

The right fuel

HEALTH TIPS
CHELSEA. KEARNS
news@theequity.ca

Don’t underestimate the power of a
healthy breakfast. It is the most important
meal of the day and when it’s skipped it can
actually lead to overeating at later meals.

School perseverance
days

February 14 to 17, schools, employ-
ers, students and members of the com-
munity across the province of Quebec
celebrated school perseverance days.
This week long celebration encouraged

Financial
literacy -

teaching
kids the

value of
money

When it comes to teaching
kids the value of money, it’s
important to remove the
guesswork.

According to a recent
study by the Canadian
Institute  of Chartered
Accountants (CICA), 78 per
cent of Canadian parents
surveyed have tried to teach
their children financial man-
agement skills, but the
majority (60 per cent) do not
believe they have been very
successful.

“Parents can give their
children an important
advantage in life by starting
in-home discussions about
money matters at an early
age,” says Cairine Wilson,
vice-president, Member
Services, CICA. “The majori-
ty realizes this, but many
Canadian  parents are
unsure about how to pro-
ceed.”

In a bid to help parents
prepare their children for
successful financial futures,
the CICA is releasing a com-
prehensive and easy-to-use
guide for teaching financial
skills at home.

A Parent’s Guide to Raising
Money-Smart  Kids is
designed to put parents at
ease when it comes to
preparing their children for
life’s important financial
decisions.

The practical guide allows
parents to quickly zero in on
the information they need.
Each chapter describes how
to approach money manage-
ment with a specific age
group and discusses the
essentials of financial litera-
cy — earning, saving,
spending, sharing and
investing. Age groups cov-
ered include, children aged
five to eight, pre-teens,
teenagers and young adults.

The guide’s author is
Robin Taub, a chartered
accountant and highly expe-
rienced financial consultant
who is a passionate advo-
cate for financial literacy
and life-long learning. Taub
firmly believes that to be
effective teachers, parents
must first be good financial
role models.

“How parents manage
their money greatly influ-
ences their children,” says
Taub. “The first chapter of
the book outlines 10 healthy
financial habits parents can
use to keep their affairs in
order and model responsible

ACE Recycling
We pay up to $150
for Cars and Trucks
Farm Machinery ¢ Batteries
Copper ® Aluminum © Brass
We pickup appliances for FREE
819-647-3306
Cell: 613-294-6680

Cleaning up the Pontiac
one piece at a time

Municipality of Pontiac
Councillor Ward 3

VOTE

GARRY DAGENAIS

February 26th
March 4th

Advance Poll
Voting Day

A-1 Towing and Recovery
WE BUY

Scrap Cars
and Trucks
for recycling.

WE ALSO BUY

farm machinery,
batteries,
copper &
aluminium

24-hour Service - Boosting

613-314-7804
613-617-3568

We pick up all
appliances for FREE

2 ENCANS/SEMAINE - 2 AUCTIONS/WEEK
Lundi/Monday : 17 h - Mercredi/Wed. : 15 h 30
PRIX DE VENTE LE LUNDI 20 FEV. 2012
SALE PRICES FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
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1613 678-3008 * 1239 Ridge Road, Vankleek Hill, ON
www.vkhlivestock.ca

If the monument you want for spring is
ordered now, two good things will happen.
You’ll take advantage of the
Winter Discount,
and the monument you want
will be ready for spring.

Those extra couple minutes of sleep you feel
is more important than breakfast, won’t do
you any good if you’re running on empty. perseverance meant to them. We are all
Most of us tend to take better care of our responsible for school success.
vehicles rather than our own bodies — taking In the Outaouais region, our
your vehicle for regular oil changes — worry- region.... one in three boys and one in

financial decision making
for their children.”

A mother of two, Taub also
believes it is essential for
kids to gain not only finan-
cial knowledge, but also the

each and every student to take a
moment and think about what school

Cooling tempers

www.campbellmonument.com

SPIRITUAL ing about the type of fuel that’s best for it, four girls will drop out of high school values and discipline needed . .
GROWTH etc. before obtaining a high school diploma. to ensure they put the skills Renfrew Offlce & Dlsplay
ESTHER COLPITTS Well, guess what? If your car quits there Reasons for leaving include: Isolation, they learn into action. 850 O’Brien Rd. (next to WAL-MART)

are millions of car dealerships with millions
of cars that can replace it. We only get one
body — that’s it, no replacements.

withdrawal and lack of motivation,
learning disabilities, difficulties bal-
ancing work and school, poverty, per-
Nancy Schmieder, a certified Lifestyle sonal distress/family problems, drug
Consultant and Specialist, working with the and alcohol problems and lack of sup-
Better Living Ministries in Wayland, NY, port.
points out that eating breakfast will boost Although at times we or someone we
your energy, increase your attention span know may feel like giving up when
and heighten your sense of well-being. school gets too tough, it is important to
One of the more common excuses for skip- seek support from friends, families,
ping breakfast is; “I'm just not hungry in the community members and school staff.
morning.” We all have a role to play in prevent-
This could be the result of consuming larg- ing students from dropping out, so we
er meals late at night or snacking late in the encourage you to continue to take
evening. Some of us tend to grab our coffee action throughout the year!
mugs and rush out the door, but take note, You can continue to show your sup-
caffeine can act as an appetite suppressant. port by speaking to one another about
Another common excuse is, “I've got no school perseverance and personal
time for breakfast.” Prepare ahead, have a experiences. Help a friend who may be
couple of things ready that you can grab in having a rough time, or speak to teach-
the morning on your way to work. ers, school staff, parents and friends
Hard-boiled eggs are great and a fast meal about ways to encourage motivation
idea — contrary to popular belief — eggs offer and to provide support for friends or
great health benefits. They are one of the only family members who may be thinking
foods that contain naturally occurring vita- of leaving school.
min D (something we could all use a little It’s time to take action- today’s stu-
more of during these long winter months.) dents are the future employees, busi-
A fruit smoothie is also quick and simple, ness owners and leaders of tomorrow.
all you need is a blender your favourite fruit, We are all responsible for school
milk and yogurt for a quick on-the-go break- success and perseverance, not only

“Having money manage-
ment skills alone is no guar-
antee of financial success,”
says Taub. “Without values
to navigate by, even a finan-
cially knowledgeable person
can pile up bad debt or fall
victim to impulse spending.
True financial capability is
powered by strong, life-long
values in combination with
financial knowledge and
skills.”

The CICA guide pays par-
ticular attention to those all-
important teachable
moments in everyday life,
such as grocery shopping,
that allow parents to teach
valuable money lessons.
Another highlight is a series
of light-hearted yet insight-
ful quotes from parents
describing how they have
approached the topic of
financial literacy with their
children.

The CICA publication is
available in e-book and hard
copy formats and can be

Jennifer Doucet
Tel: 613-433-9616 or 1-800-567-7799
Home appointments available day or evening
www.campbellmonument.com
— In the Pontiac —
John Maheral 819-648-2590

I was cooking a cocoa mixture the other day. The
ingredients measured about one third up the pot. The
recipe said boil for five minutes, stirring constantly,
which I did. As the mixture continued to boil, the liq-
uid rose higher and higher, until I realized if I didn’t
remove the pot quickly from the heat it would spill all
over the stove.

It got me thinking. When faced with anger we have a
choice. If we remain in the same place our anger can
and will rise until it spills over resulting in a blow up,
hard words and maybe worse.

The key is to catch the emotion rising and do some-
thing instantly. I can step back in my mind and tell
myself truth about the situation. A person’s words may
provoke painful feelings attached to some past hurt that
has not been resolved.

The key is to not react, but later, think about those
feelings. Most likely there is something that has to be
dealt with. Asking God to show me what is going on
helps, if I cannot understand my reaction. Over time
God has revealed why I am hurt and healing can begin.

Sometimes a person is choosing to vent. In that case,
again stepping back and realizing that this is their
problem, not mine, will help me to remain calm and
detached from their words.

Anger, is often a reaction to pain. It is one of the
emotions God has given us to help us 